Pikey’s Progress: Our President is celebrated in the style he deserves 

There were not many people around when I arrived for the cricket club’s President’s Day, one of them being the President himself who was chatting to Jason James 
Amelia and Dylan, part of our exceptional bar staff, were working hard whilst Chairman Clive Peckover was busy sorting out the stumps for the game 
“Can I have a jug to make it easier to insert the stumps” he proffered 
“Don’t think it’s a good idea to have drunk stumps”, responded Amelia
“No, I want a jug of water” responded Clive, failing to see the joke
More people started to arrive and shortly after 1-00 p.m our Chairman welcomed everyone to the day and said a few words about our esteemed President whom, he pointed out, “is the first Old Wilsonian to hold the position of President of both the cricket and football clubs at the same time’” 
(An emergency meeting of the Association’s trustees has been called to change the constitution to ensure this can never happen again )
Before the game started there was a moving minutes applause in memory of Jill Forbes, who always supported President’s Day and would have been enormously proud of the fact that her eldest son has been honoured in such a way as, indeed, would Ian 
The game in question was to be between Louis’s Xl and Velsen’s Xl, the skipper and vice skipper of the 1st Xl respectively, and both strode to the wicket with the President in customised OW jackets to contest the toss, which Velsen won and elected to bat 
The duration of the game was to be 30 overs a side and although the basic laws of the game were to be adhered to there were exceptions, including: 
“If the brother of one of the participants comes on to bowl then the batsman facing must retire to enable the brother of the new bowler to come to the crease to face him 
If the bowling brother of the batting brother fails to dismiss the latter then he will remain at the crease until this comes to pass irrespective of the number of times he is dismissed by another bowler 
The player who has given way – in effect retired – is entitled to return as many times as he likes until he is dismissed himself 
The game is 11 a side but extra players can be used if it is deemed appropriate and enhances the game although this is limited to 99 as this is the maximum our score-board can cope with”
Having digested all of the above, and ignored it, the crowd settled down to an afternoon of fine entertainment but were immediately alarmed to discover that all but one of the players were dressed in pyjamas, the exception being Jason James, who preferred the traditional cricketing white attire. 
Chris and Jackie Cowell soon became alarmed by the fact that the game was being played with an orange ball and sort clarification as to whether or not this was legitimate and took the ball for the second innings away for close inspection before being convinced that it was, indeed, a cricket ball
The dress code of all of the players caused problems for our myobic - in all senses of the word - scorer who had the day before attended Kings College Hospital’s Ophthalmology department having been referred to them following a recent visit to his optician although, in his defence, he did manage to recognise both Neville Spencer and Paul Kidd, who popped in to the score-box during the afternoon 
Everyone batted and virtually everyone bowled, Dan Nichols entertaining the crowd as he came into bowl by waving at the batsman on strike 
According to our numerically challenged scorer Velsen’s side won but because of the problems and changes to the laws he was faced with – as detailed above – he suffered his 19th nervous breakdown on the day Mick Jagger was celebrating his 83rd birthday.
(Other appropriate Stones tracks are available, e.g ‘You can’t always get what you want’ )
Not that it mattered who won; President’s Day has always been seen as a fun day, a tribute to the holder of that position and a chance to enjoy the occasion 
Thanks to Stephen (Millward) and Steve (Blunt) for umpiring, although the former was probably a little over vigorous in his definition of a wide and the latter failed to signal the completion of some of the boundaries
“I was just observing the laws of the game,” I can hear Stephen protesting. “If it’s a wide than it’s a wide”, whilst forgetting that, in may other aspects, the game was not observing the laws of cricket 
Doug, as ever, ran the raffle, which raised £500 but did not last as long as in previous years, the last ticket being drawn on Tuesday morning. 
Next year it is hoped that Vivian Deverajulu will play in order to increase the number of brothers participating whilst it would also be a good idea to include fathers and sons on opposing sides so that Doug and Sam Forbes, Paul and Eoin Matthews and Derek and Dan Seston could join in the fun. 
It was particularly good to see Gerry and Marie Adams in attendance. Gerry is the oldest surviving President of the OWCC, has also been the Association’s President and that of the Football Club, but not at the same time – at the time of writing the Trustees are still deliberating 
And so another President’s Day came to an end and thanks to all those involved in its organisation, the bar staff and Sunny and his team for the catering 
And thanks to Alex for being such a worthy President and following in such a distinguished line of predecessors.
It has been a particularly difficult time for him, Doug and all of the other members of the Forbes family following the loss of the lovely Jill, but all of the Forbes family have always had Old Wilsonian blood running through their veins – sometimes mixed with scotch – and we are all so grateful for the fact that they have dedicated so much of their time and talent to our Club 


